
EIU Academic Challenge
Sponsor Marty Esgar
The EIU Academic challenge team competes against other high
schools at regional, sectional and state levels. More than 8,000
students around the state participate in this activity each year which
tests student knowledge in seven areas related to engineering.  During
competitions, students are asked to take multiple choice tests in two
of the following seven areas: math, chemistry, physics, biology,
English, computers and engineering graphics.  At each competition,
team scores are generated and compared, team trophies are given out
and individuals who do exceptionally well earn individual medals.This
competition involves most of the top academic students in the state of
Illinois. Team members will put in a minimum of one to 1 ½ hours of
study per week, during the six-month season (November – April). 

Interested students can get information from the sponsor to see if
they might have the necessary qualifications. Because of the high level
of difficulty of the tests, this activity is open primarily to our most
talented senior and junior students who are in or have taken A.P.
classes in the areas of testing.

Competition & debate
Chess Club
Sponsor Ken Williams
The DHS Chess Team is comprised of students who are learning the
game of chess, are becoming more proficient players, and/or are
training to compete in a yearlong season of matches and tournaments.
We meet on a weekly basis and engage in a variety of activities
covering all aspects of the game. Members need only have an interest
in the game and plan to meet once or twice each week after school. If
you’ve ever wanted to learn the game or sharpen your skills through
competition, the Chess Team is for you!  We respect, equality, honesty,
hard work and helping others.

Fencing
Sponsor Todd Kerschke
The Fencing Club is offered to all DHS and HPHS students. The
season runs from October through February. Competitions are held
from November until early February. The focus of fall practices is to
teach inexperienced fencers the sport and get them ready for
competitions. In October we practice Tuesday and Thursday
evenings from 7-9pm in the DHS intramural gym. Beginning in
November we typically practice at HPHS on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 7-9pm.
 

There is fencing in all three classical fencing weapons—foil, epee
and saber. Electric scoring machines are available. There is a $125.
Activity fee, due November 5. 



Mathletes
Sponsors Peter Comerford, Blanche Esgar 
   & Maja Donev
Do you love solving problems? Enjoy a mental
challenge? Then become a Mathlete, where the best
minds of Deerfield join in head-to-head competition
with other area schools.  Levels include freshmen,
sophomores, juniors, seniors and oralist.

Robotics 
Sponsor Howard Citron
Robotics Club offers the opportunity for DHS
students to get involved designing, building, and
programming a robot to compete in the global FIRST
Tech Challenge (FTC) competition. FTC Robotics is a
"varsity sport of the mind", a competition which
requires students to work in teams and apply real-
world engineering and science concepts to design a
robust competitive robot.  This also involves
brainstorming, priority-setting, outreach,
engineering documentation, fundraising, and
presentations.  The season begins early September at
the announcement of the new competition, and
depending upon success and advancement, the
season concludes late February /early March.  FTC is
a great opportunity for team building and the
development of technical and other life skills.

Model UN
Sponsors Hilary Quagliana & Helen Crowley
Chaos, carnage, visions of peace and international cooperation!  The Model United Nations club
participates in national conferences where we play the role of one of the member countries of the
United Nations and then diplomatically try to resolve world conflicts.  Refugees, climate change,
women’s rights and disarmament are some topics negotiated at previous conferences.  If you like to
debate, argue and discuss current world problems, and you would like to meet people from high
schools throughout the United States and foreign countries, come to Model United Nations club
tryouts in the fall!



Scholastic Bowl
Sponsors Marty Esgar & Jenny Navickas
Scholastic Bowl is a competitive academic club. In this activity we
field teams that compete against other schools in head-to-head
matches involving answering questions in a variety of areas. Some
of these areas include science, mathematics, literature, art,
history, geography, government, mythology, etc.  This activity is
IHSA sanctioned and has both a varsity and frosh-soph team. Our
school competes in after school matches against all other teams in
the Central Suburban League. 
 

The team also competes in the IHSA Tournament series and also
some Saturday tournaments.  Practices are usually held one or
more times weekly at varying times. This activity runs the full
year. You must contact the sponsor to join.

Student Congress
Sponsors Lisa Allen & Kelly Walenga
Student Congress is a form of debate in which students
write and debate bills much as the real congress does.
Students learn the art of debating and practicing
politics as they work to make friends and alliances.
Individual and team awards are given at each
tournament. Deerfield Student Congress is one of the
most successful congressional debate teams in the
history of the Illinois Congressional Debate
Association.

Warrior Hockey
Sponsor John Scalfini
The Deerfield High School Hockey Foundation's mission is to provide a rigorous athletic program designed
to create a fun, fair, and safe hockey environment which increases participation and improves skills, while
developing respect, self confidence and teamwork in our student athletes. Our program will complement
and support the students’ challenging academic program by teaching students to persevere, to work well
with others, and to test themselves. Deerfield High School Hockey will provide an experience that fosters
an emotional, physical, and intellectual foundation for growth and well-being.




